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Acts 2: 1-21, John 7:37-39  
 

Aim: To consider the role of the Holy Spirit in empowering 
the church to be a prophetic voice to the nation at this time  
 
I wonder what, if anything, struck you as our readings from 
Acts and the gospel according to John were shared this 
morning? Both readings are certainly dramatic! Our reading 
from Acts takes us to a gathering of Jesus’ followers which 
was taking place at Pentecost. I guess most of us associate 
the word with Pentecost with the Feast of the Christian 
church which we keep today- the celebration of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on those early disciples of 
Jesus with much drama- wind, fire and the speaking in 
foreign languages which was soon manifest amongst them. 
But Pentecost is in fact a much older celebration than the 
Christian Feast we keep today. Pentecost is one of the 3 
great Festivals of the Jewish faith…  
 
At Pentecost , 50 days after Passover, it was customary for 
Jewish people to make a Pilgrimage to Jerusalem to give 
thanks to God for the wheat harvest- that is, for provision of 
food .  Pentecost was also an opportunity  for thanksgiving 
for the word of God . In Jewish tradition it was believed that  
Moses received the law from God, the Torah, on Mount 
Sinai 50 days after the people had escaped from Egypt ( 
which was celebrated at Passover)  So Pentecost, for 
Jewish people was, and still is a celebration of their birth as 
a nation with their acceptance of the law. This is because it  
was when they accepted the law that they became God’s 

covenant people, God’s Holy people with Holy work to do in 
showing the surrounding nations how to live in relationship 
with God and with one another- right worship and right 
living.  
 
This is how those first disciples would have understood 
Pentecost, and this is why Jerusalem was so full of people 
from all over the known world at the time described in our 
reading from Acts. Jews from all over the known world, 
brought together by their allegiance to the Torah, the written 
word of God were gathering in Jerusalem to give thanks for 
the harvest and to celebrate their birth as a nation. 
 
And this was why the coming of the Holy Spirit as they were 
gathered for that particular festival was of such great 
significance. A new Holy Nation was coming to birth- a 
people brought together by their allegiance to the living 
word- Jesus- were about to be brought to life by the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God, which Jesus describes in 
the gospel reading as the water of life.  
 
But come back with me now to Acts. The drama begins with 
a sound like the rush of a violent wind. If you happened to 
be outside in the wind about 10 days ago and heard the 
wind whirling around and saw the wind bending huge  trees 
you will have been reminded of the power of the wind, in 
Acts the wind is symbolic of the power of God- like the 
power of God which divided the Red sea enabling the 
people of God under the leadership of Moses to walk 
through the waters of the Red Sea on  dry land as they 
escaped  from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 14:21). The drama 
described in Acts continues with the amazing appearance 



of flames of fire. The fire is a symbol for the presence of 
God, reminiscent again of the Exodus story – recall Moses 
encounter with God at the burning bush,(Exodus 3:1-12) 
and later how  the people of God, having escaped from 
slavery in Egypt are led by a pillar of fire by night, and a 
pillar of cloud by day through the wilderness on route to the 
promised land. ( Exodus 13 v 21-22) 
 
So- the signs of the coming of the Holy Spirit as described 
in Acts indicate that  

• that something new is being brought to birth  

• and that great power is being released by God.  

• That God is present with them 
 
What is being brought to birth is the church, and the power 
being released is to bring the church to life and to enable 
the church to live the life to which her members have been 
called- which is what the disciples immediately went on to 
do.  
 
And the first thing that they do is to speak the word of God 
into their context- which is to prophesy. Peter immediately 
recognises that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which he 
and the other disciples have received fulfils promises made 
centuries before his own birth and recorded in the 
scriptures with which he and other Jews were familiar, as 
well as fulfilment of the promise of Jesus that he would give 
living water to the thirsty. Peter  quotes from the prophet 
Joel, and the gift of prophesy is mentioned not once but 
twice in this quotation. ( Acts 2:17-18)  
 

Joel had prophesied hundreds of years previously that a 
day would come when the gift of speaking God’s word into 
the world would be given to all of God’s people-men and 
women, young and old, slave and free… 
 
So what does this mean for you and I in our generation? 
What does this mean for you and I in a time of pandemic – 
the world is a troubled place right now. People are tired of 
lockdown, but as lockdown regulation are eased, 
conversations which I have had with friends and family 
members over the past few days remind me that there is 
much anxiety in the world. What is God’s word for the world 
right now, over 2000 years on from the events of Pentecost 
circa AD 30? 
 
Well- the fact of the matter is that the message God’s 
people are equipped by the Holy Spirit to proclaim is still the 
same! That all who call upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved! ( Acts 2: 21) How- because Christ has died, Christ is 
risen, Christ lives for ever and so shall all who receive 
forgiveness of sins in his name! That’s Peter’s sermon in 
the rest of Acts 2.  
 
On Thursday of last week the PM gave us lots of news 
about the easing up of lockdown- but did you notice that 
there was no mention of places of worship? What does that 
say to you about the place that the church holds in the life 
of this nation at the present time? What does this say about 
the place that God holds in the lives of the individuals that 
make up this nation at this time. Have people forgotten 
about church and about God. An observation contrary to 
this is that more people are searching for the word “prayer” 



on computers than ever before and the numbers of people 
accessing church services online are rising all the time. So 
even though the government seem to have forgotten about 
church- the people are thirsty for Spiritual fulfilment, in a 
time of great uncertainty many people are searching for 
answers to big questions about life and death. 
 
The Holy Spirit equips the church to help those who have 
forgotten about God to remember God 
 
The Holy Spirit equips the church to enable those who have 
questions to find answers 
 
The Holy Spirit equips the church to enable those who are 
fearful and anxious to find peace 
 
And today’s readings remind us that proclaiming the reality 
of the saving power of God is a  task in which we are all 
called to share 
 
Men and women, young and old, slave and free… 
 
Male and female, youths and the elderly, those still under 
the restrictions of lockdown, those able to get out and 
about…we are called to share in the task of prophesying, 
speaking the word of God into the present generation 
together- proclaiming, Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ 
lives for ever and so shall all who receive forgiveness of 
sins in his name 
 
How this proclamation is shared will be as varied as there 
are people who are hearing this message 

But for each one, male or female, young or old, slave or 
free  it begins with prayer that the wind, and fire and gifts of 
the Holy Spirit will be poured out on the church of God 
today 
 
So let us pray 
 
Holy Spirit sent by the Father 
Ignite in us your Holy Fire 
Strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your 
church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the 
Earth through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
  
 


