
Collect: (Page 101) 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus 
Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life 
of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross 

drew the whole human family to 
himself: strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your 
presence to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

Sunday March 22nd 2020 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 

THIS WEEK AT  
HOLY CROSS, WOODCHURCH 

 
Post Communion:     (Page 104) 

Loving God, as a mother feeds her 

children at the breast you feed us in this 

sacrament with the food and drink of 

eternal life: help us who have tasted your 

goodness to grow in grace within the 

household of faith; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER TODAY IN 

CHURCH 
9.00am TO 12 noon 

 
Please pray for everyone affected by 
the Coronavirus, particularly those 

being cared for in isolation and those 
who care for them. 

READINGS FOR TODAY: 
 
Old Testament – 1 Samuel 1. 20-28 

In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I 

have asked him of the LORD.’ 

The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, 

and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the 

child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the LORD, and 

remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’ Her husband Elkanah said to 

her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the LORD 

establish his word’. So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned 

him.  When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old 

bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at 

Shiloh; and the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the 

child to Eli.  And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was 

standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. For this child I prayed; and the LORD 

has granted me the petition that I made to him.  Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as 

long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.’ 

She left him there for the LORD. 

Psalm 127. 1-5 

Unless the LORD builds the house, their labour is in vain who build it. 

Unless the LORD watches over the city, in vain the guard keeps vigil. 

It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 

for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

Children are a heritage from the Lord, and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. 

Welcome to Holy Cross Church. 

Seeking to grow in faith through 

worship, prayer and learning 

together: sharing our faith and 

God’s love through service  

and mission. 



New Testament – Colossians 3. 12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in the one body. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Gospel – John 19. 25b-27 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 

Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took 

her into his own home. 
In your intercessions this week 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
 

THOSE WHO LIVE AND WORK IN: 

Sunday: Schoolfield Close   Monday: Schoolfield Road 

Tuesday: Selbourne Close   Wednesday: Sherry Lane 

Thursday: Springfield Close   Friday: The Meadow 

Saturday: Troutbeck Close 
 

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 

Pam, Robert, Jean, Michael, Paul, Chris 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

Steven Wilson 

Elizabeth Stanley 

YEARS MIND: 

William Mills, Mark Stephen McNee,  

Phyllis Eden, Ivy Russell, Eric Crosland, 

John Wilson Sumpton,  

Raymond Houghton, John McGeorge, 

Raymond John Sanderson,  

Harry Gibbon Pugh, Joan Lunam 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
Loving God,  
Thank you for mums and children  
and for all the joy of family life.  
Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother; 
Be close to those who are struggling because they have no children; 
Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those they love. 
Let your love be present in every home,  
And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of all who come.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

NEXT SUNDAY MARCH 29TH 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER IN CHURCH 

SUNDAY 9am – 12 Noon Monday 23rd March: 
1.30pm – Funeral in Church 

Wednesday 25th March: 
9am-12 noon – Private Prayer in 

Church 

The Week Ahead 



  

“Congratulations to our 

curate Revd Josie Tuplin who 

has been invited to be Chaplain 

to the next High Sheriff of 

Cheshire - John Roberts“ (and 

I’m pleased to say will be 

carrying out this role alongside 

continuing to serve Woodchurch 

Parish as curate!)- by Rev’d 

Christine 

Standing Order Appeal for 

Regular Giving: Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, we 

would be grateful if you would 
consider setting up a standing 
order with your bank to continue 

with the support and income of 
our church.  Please contact the 

Parish Office (677 5352 Sue) to 
arrange for a form to be sent to 
you. 
 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR RECTOR    
  

Your local church is praying for you at 
this difficult time but has to share the 
news that the Church of England has 
taken the difficult decision to suspend 
all public acts of worship and services 
with immediate effect. We are called to 
pray where we are and when we can 
even though we will not be gathering 
together.   
 
Our prayers will still be heard and you 
may like to light a candle in a window at 
7pm as a sign that you are praying, a 
symbol of faith hope and love at such a 
time as this.  
 
At Holy Cross Woodchurch, to comply 
with the Church of England’s decision, 
services will not be taking place until 
further notice.  
 
There will be no service for the present 
time at: 

8am - Sunday 
10am – Sunday 
9am - Monday 
7pm - Tuesday 

10am - Wednesday 
8am – Thursday 

 

For information regarding baptisms 
weddings and funerals please contact 

the parish office (677 5352 – Sue). 
 

Please continue to pray for all who are 
affected by the Coronavirus. As the 
Psalmist says , “ God is our refuge and 
strength! “ Psalm 46 v 1  
God bless you, Christine  
 

April Magazine: Could 

contributors please contact 

Sue  to arrange for their 

copy to be handed to Roy as 

soon as possible. 

“Creative Spirit” Lent Group – 

CANCELLED 

oOo 

All Lent activities – CANCELLED 

oOo 

The Children’s Society Quiz 

Evening – POSTPONED 

oOo 

Coffee Morning in aid of the Rood 

Screen Repair - POSTPONED 

Pastoral Care at Holy Cross: To enable us to initiate and co-ordinate our responses to all pastoral 

needs as speedily as possible, please get in touch with one of our Pastoral Workers, Paul Jackson 

(648 4291) or Jan Lupton (07835 063466) or the Parish Office on 0151 677 5352 or email at 

parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

General Enquiries (including baptisms and marriages) can be made by TELEPHONE between 

6.30pm and 7.30pm on Wednesday evenings on 677 5352 or email at 

parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

 

NOTICES 

Where’s Rosie?... there is a small picture of 

Sue’s dog somewhere on this pewsheet – can 

you find her?) 

Our verse for the year – “… let the little children come to me and do not stop them; for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs” Matthew 19 v 14 


