
 Collect:        
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son 
was revealed to destroy the works of 
the devil and to make us the children 

of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 

may purify ourselves even as he is 
pure; that when he shall appear in 
power and great glory we may be 

made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.   Amen. 

 
Post Communion:      

Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament 
you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last to that fullness of 

life for which we long; through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.   Amen. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY: 

 

First Reading – Zephaniah 1.7, 12-end 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will 

not do good, nor will he do harm.’ Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 

houses laid waste.  Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  The great day of 

the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

the warrior cries aloud there.  That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and 

anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 

clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 

fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.   I will bring such distress upon 

people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against 

the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 

Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s 

wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a 

terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

Psalm 90.1-8 

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.  Before the 

mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, from age to 

age you are God.  You turn us back to the dust and say, ‘Go back, O child of earth.’  

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a 

watch in the night.  You sweep us away like a dream; we fade away suddenly like 

the grass.  In the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up 

and withered.  For we consume away in your displeasure; we are afraid because of 
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your wrathful indignation.  Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret 

sins in the light of your countenance. 

 

Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 

there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 

like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night 

or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be 

sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But 

since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  For God has destined us not for wrath but for 

obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are 

awake or asleep we may live with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build up 

each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

 Gospel – Matthew 25. 14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 

to them;  to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once 

and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the 

two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off 

and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  After a long time the master of 

those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me 

five talents; see, I have made five more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 

of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  And the one with the two talents also 

came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 

more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 

of your master.”  Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 

“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! 

You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and give 

it to the one with the ten talents.  For to all those who have, more will be given, and they 

will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 

taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

In your intercessions this week 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
 

THOSE WHO LIVE AND WORK IN: 
Sunday: Merton Drive  Monday: Nantwich Close  

Tuesday: New Bridge Close  Wednesday: New Hey Road  
Thursday: Northbrook Way  Friday: Orrets Meadow   

Saturday: Parklands Court 



 
Please pray especially for all who are affected by the coronavirus outbreak, 

especially those in isolation and all who care for them and for all who work in 

and for the National Health Service together with all other key workers. 

 

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
Pat, Anne, David, Shirley, Mary, 

Mavis, Kenny, Di, Heather, John, 
Beryl, Brian, Jayne, Christopher, 

Maureen, Emma, John, Duncan, John, 
Margaret, Neil, Carol, Chris 

 

Names from this list are normally 
transferred to the monthly prayer 

list after a few weeks 

YEARS MIND: 
 

Joan Romaniak,     
Robert Ronald Tonks,   Irene Tolcher, 

David Barker,    Elizabeth Wright,    
Harold Gordon Clark. 

 

 
 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
 

Suzanne Keogh 
                              James Albert Rooney 

                               
                                                  

THE WEEK AHEAD 

(FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED WHEN  
ATTENDING CHURCH) 

 
Wednesday 18th November  7.00pm – PCC Meeting via Zoom 

        8.00pm – NO Bible Study this week via Zoom 
Thursday 19th November     12 noon – Funeral at Landican  

Sunday 22nd November    10.00am - Sunday Service via Zoom  
 

BIBLE READING FOR THE WEEK:  
 
2nd Sunday before Advent – Matthew 25:14-30 
 

A woman with several children, a husband, a job, wider family, friends and 
relatives complained that she could do nothing for the Lord because of these 
demands.  I did my best to suggest she had a vital task for Jesus all around 

her. 
 

Prayer: Lord, thank you that you have surrounded me with work to do for you.  
Holy Spirit – help me to see it! 

 

 

How many times have you washed your hands today? 
 

How many times have you prayed today? 
 
We have been asked by the government to make sure we wash 

our hands frequently and for at least 20 seconds each time - but 
how do you know you have washed your hands for long 

enough?  
 
How about saying the Lord’s Prayer every time you wash 

your hands? This should take at least 20 seconds.  
 

Stay safe- and keep in touch with God! God bless you – Christine 
 



 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care at Holy Cross 

To enable us to initiate and co-ordinate our responses to all pastoral needs as 

speedily as possible, please get in touch with one of our Pastoral Workers, Paul 

Jackson (648 4291) or Jan Lupton (07835 063466) or the Parish Office on 0151 677 

5352, or email at parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

Our verse for the year 

“… let the little children come to me and do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs”      

Matthew 19 v 14 

 

Please see our Website (www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk) and Facebook 

page (Holy Cross Church Woodchurch-Approved) for further information 

regarding the life of this worshipping community.  The Rector of this church 

can be contacted in an emergency by telephoning 0151 677 5352 (Parish  

Office) or 07766 031757 or emailing parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

Or Christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk  

For further information please see our website  

www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk  

or email: parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

or call Parish office: 0151 677 5352  

or Rector: 07766 031757 

 

Find us on Facebook! -  Holy Cross Church Woodchurch- Approved 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 
On Saturday 30th October the government announced new national 

restrictions  to be introduced from 5th November for 1 month including 

the closure of places of worship (with a number of exceptions e.g for 

funerals)  

For us at Holy Cross this means that for the next month our regular 

services in church  will not be taking place, there will be no 

Sunday services in church at 8am and 4pm or Wednesday service at 

10am .  

We will, however, be continuing to offer online services via Zoom and 

Facebook, our telephone service and regular bible study via Zoom all of 

which are detailed in the notices. Prayer and worship continue- just in 

a different way for the time being.  

Keep on praying, God bless you Revd Christine . 

http://www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk/
mailto:parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk
mailto:Christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk
http://www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk/


 

 

TOWER OF LIGHT – 29th November 2020 

 
Regrettably, due to Covid-19 restrictions and to keep 
everyone safe, we have made the difficult decision to 

cancel this service in church.  However, a live service 
via Zoom will take place at 6pm with a switch-on of the 

lights at 6.30pm and for you to light a candle in your 
home at 6.35pm. 
We are asking for a donation of £5 for a light to be switched on in memory of 

a loved one and Sue from the Parish Office (677 5352) will be able to give you 
more details and send you a form for you to complete.  The lights will remain 

lit until 5th January 2021 to remember family and friends no longer with us and 
bringing light and love around our neighbourhood.  PLEASE HELP SUPPORT 
THIS SPECIAL EVENT. 

 

Food Parcels – we anticipate a greater demand of food 
parcels in December within our community – can you help 
please?  We are looking for donations of tins of: meat, 

vegetables, soup, fruit.  Dried pasta and Christmas chocolate. 

Please contact the Parish Office (Sue - 677 5352 ) for further 
information. 

 

 

Lighting a candle. Although the church building is 

closed for public worship at the present time, our 
clergy are permitted to go into church to pray. If you 

have a particular prayer request for a particular 
situation or a person and would like us to light a 

candle in church for  you at this time please text 

07592 721399 or 07766031757 with your request 
and we will add our prayers to yours and light a 

candle for you when we are next in the church.  
 

 

We are selling our Christmas cards for much needed 

church funds.  
In bundles of £1 x10 cards / 50p x 10 / 25p x 10  

 
Assorted Christmas cards and Assorted birthday 

cards I will deliver locally for free with social distancing in place.  To 
order please email largejayne@yahoo.com  Or text 07487828930 

 

 

Gwyneth’s Christmas Quiz is now available for £1 donation from the 

Parish Office or from Gwyneth. 

 
 

 

NOTICES (cont’d) 
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NEW TELEPHONE WORSHIP DIRECT FROM HOLY CROSS 

 
You can now listen to a recorded version of our Sunday morning worship by 
telephone. Dial (0151) 318 2533 at any time to join Revd Josie for 10 minutes 

of prayer and reflection.  This is a local call on a landline. The charge is the 
same as any local call and is free if your phone package includes free calls at 

certain times of day.  Please pass this information on to anyone you know who 
isn’t able to get to church or use the internet. 
The Church of England’s “Daily Hope” telephone service is also still available 

free on 0800 804 8044.  
 

 

 

NOTICES (cont’d) 

 

Would you like to access Church of England prayers, hymns and worship from 

the comfort of your armchair free of charge?  “Daily Hope” is a new 

telephone service from the Church of England, specially designed to meet the 

needs of those who can’t access the internet.  Just phone 0800 804 8044 to 

hear a message from Archbishop Justin Welby and choose to listen to a 

range of resources from prayers and reflections on favourite hymns to full 

worship services.  This is a free service and available 24 hours a day.  

 

Woodchurch C of E ( Aided) Primary School Foundation Governors 

Our church primary school has vacancies for volunteers to serve on the 
governing body as foundation governors.  Serving as a governor is a 

wonderful opportunity to support our local school and community. Is God 
calling you to this role? If you would like to know more, please contact Revd 
Christine 07766 031757 

Where’s Rosie?... there is a 

small picture of Sue’s dog 

somewhere on this pewsheet 

– can you find her? 

 


