
Collect:      (Page 202)  

Lord, you have taught us that all our 
doings without love are nothing 
worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour 

into our hearts that most excellent gift 
of love, the true bond of peace and of 

all virtues, without which whoever 
lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus 

Christ's sake, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 

Sunday June 21st 2020 
The Second Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

We welcome the Revd Dr Joe Kennedy 

Vicar of Oxton who is our guest 
preacher this morning 

 
THIS WEEK AT  

HOLY CROSS, WOODCHURCH 

Post Communion:     (Page 203) 

Loving Father, we thank you for 
feeding us at the supper of your Son: 

sustain us with your Spirit, that we 
may serve you here on earth until our 
joy is complete in heaven, and we 

shall share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

 

The church buildings are closed until 

further notice, but your local church is 
continuing to worship, pray and care.   

 
Please pray especially for all who 
are affected by the coronavirus 

outbreak, especially those in 
isolation and all who care for 

them and for all who work in and 
for the National Health Service 

 

READINGS FOR TODAY: 

 

First Reading – Jeremiah 20. 7-13 

O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and 

you have prevailed. I have become a laughing-stock all day long; everyone mocks 

me.  For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’ 

For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 

If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name’, then within me 

there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding 

it in, and I cannot.  For I hear many whispering: ‘Terror is all around! Denounce him! 

Let us denounce him!’ All my close friends are watching for me to stumble.‘Perhaps 

he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.’ 

But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will 

stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not 

succeed. Their eternal dishonour will never be forgotten.  O LORD of hosts, you test 

the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon 

them, for to you I have committed my cause.  Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! 

For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 

 

Psalm 69. 14-20 

But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O LORD: ‘In your 

great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help.  Save me from the mire; 

do not let me sink; let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep 

waters.  Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow 

me up; do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me.  Answer me, O LORD, for your 

love is kind; in your great compassion, turn to me.  Hide not your face from your 
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servant; be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.  Draw near to me and redeem 

me; because of my enemies deliver me.’ 

 

Second Reading – Romans 6. 1b-11 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means!  How 

can we who died to sin go on living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have 

been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like this, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his.  We know that our old self was crucified with 

him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin.  For whoever has died is freed from sin.  But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We know that Christ, being raised 

from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  The 

death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel – Matthew 10. 24-39 
 ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for 

the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called 

the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 

household! 

‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 

nothing secret that will not become known.  What I say to you in the dark, tell in 

the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell.   Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 

them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father.  And even the hairs of 

your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 

before my Father in heaven. 

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. 
 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be 

members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 

take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

 



In your intercessions this week 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
 

THOSE WHO LIVE AND WORK IN: 

Sunday: Walby Close  Monday: Whitefield Close  
Tuesday: Woodchurch Road   Wednesday: Woodland Drive  

Thursday: Woodland Road   Friday: Woodvale Court  
Saturday: Woodville Court 

 

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
Tony, Edna, Jeanette, John, Margaret, 

Allan, Jenny, Neil, Barbara,  
Carol, Chris 

Names from this list are normally 
transferred to the monthly prayer 

list after a few weeks 

 

YEARS MIND: 
Edith Mary Page,   Sally Thomas,    

Thomas Cleary,   Lily Dick,    
Robert Peers,     

Douglas George Hague. 
 
 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
Jan Treanor 

Leonard Williams 
Murial Williams 

                                       Raymond Brown 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

 
Monday 22nd June  12.30pm Funeral Service at Landican 

Wednesday 24th June 8.00pm Bible Study via Zoom 
Sunday 28th June  10.00am Sunday Service via Zoom 
 

 

BIBLE READING FOR THE WEEK: 

 
2nd Sunday after Trinity – Matthew 10:24-39 

It can be tough following Jesus.  Look what they did to Him!  Being known as a 
Christian can bring you trouble with some people, even within your own 
family.  Jesus tells us not to be afraid of people – God knows, and 

understands. 
Prayer: Lord, in living life to the full may my life speak of You. 

 

 

How many times have you washed your hands today? 
 

How many times have you prayed today? 
 
We have been asked by the government to make sure we wash 

our hands frequently and for at least 20 seconds each time - but 
how do you know you have washed your hands for long enough?  

 
How about saying the Lord’s Prayer every time you wash 
your hands? This should take at least 20 seconds.  

 
Stay safe- and keep in touch with God! God bless you - Christine 

 



  

 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with all of the Deacons across this 
diocese who were due to be ordained Priest on 20th June - 

especially our Assistant Curate Revd Josie Tuplin.  
We give thanks for Josie’s wonderful joyful ministry in our parish 

and beyond, we pray for God’s blessings to be upon her and we 
pray that the ordinations will be able to take place as is now planned in 

October “  

 
Rood Screen Sponsored 

Walk. 

Revd Sheila Hughes is kindly 

planning to do a sponsored 

walk during the week commencing 14th 

June to assist our fundraising for the 

restoration of the rood screen. The walk 

will be along the coast from Heswall to 

Birkenhead - about 25 miles. You can 

email revsheilahughes@gmail.com or 

phone Revd Sheila (07887 426424 or 

678 4233) with your pledges if you 

would like to sponsor her.  Donations 

may be dropped off,  in an envelope 

marked “Revd Sheila - Rood Screen 

Sponsored Walk” to the Rectory or Parish 

Office.  Many thanks to Revd Sheila and 

thanks to sponsors!  

Rood Screen 

Update:  Thank 
you to everyone 

who has already 
donated to save our 
rood screen. The 

really good news about the appeal is 
that thanks to the generosity and hard 

work of donors we are about three-
quarters of the way towards our target 
- the challenge, though is that we still 

have around £6,000 to raise.  So, we 
do still have some way to go - 

donations are still welcome and may 
be sent to the Parish Office - Let’s try 
and achieve our target soon! 
 

Pastoral Care at Holy Cross 

To enable us to initiate and co-ordinate our responses to all pastoral needs as 

speedily as possible, please get in touch with one of our Pastoral Workers, Paul 

Jackson (648 4291) or Jan Lupton (07835 063466) or the Parish Office on 0151 677 

5352, or email at parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

NOTICES 

 

 

Our verse for the year 

“… let the little children come to me and do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs”      

Matthew 19 v 14 

 

Please see our Website (www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk) and Facebook 

page (Holy Cross Church Woodchurch-Approved) for further information 

regarding the life of this worshipping community.  The Rector of this church 

can be contacted in an emergency by telephoning 0151 677 5352 (Parish 

Office) or 07766 031757 or emailing parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

Or Christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk  

 

Sunday Service via Zoom 
If you know any family or friends who would like to join in our online 

Sunday service please e-mail the Parish Office 
parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk  to request the link 
 

mailto:revsheilahughes@gmail.com
http://www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk/
mailto:parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk
mailto:Christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk
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"Revd Canon John Bowers will be making his annual 

sponsored cycling pilgrimage on 28th June to raise money for 
Barnabas Fund projects, Cana girls rescue fund and victims of 

the locust swarms. If you would like to sponsor Canon John 
please email or telephone Revd Christine 

(christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 07766 031757) for further 
details " 
 

 

  

Bible Study Group 

We will be meeting via Zoom on Wednesday 24th 

June at 8pm.  All are welcome.  Please contact 

Josie on 

josie.tuplin@holycrosswoodchurch.uk for the Zoom 

link if you would like to be part of that.   

 

NOTICES (cont’d) 

 

Where’s Rosie?... 

there is a small picture 

of Sue’s dog 

somewhere on this 

pewsheet – can you 

find her? 

 

Praying together for Woodchurch 

Over the Summer a series of ecumenical prayer walks through the Woodchurch 

estate had been planned for the first Wednesday of each month, but government social 

distancing regulations preventing any public gatherings have prevented us from 

proceeding with our plans this year. So instead we are planning to have prayer 

meetings on Zoom with our Methodist and Roman Catholic friends, and the next 

meeting will take place on Zoom on Wednesday 1st July at 6pm. Please contact 

Revd Christine (christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk) for the Zoom codes for the 

meeting if you would like to attend, or simply set aside that time to pray for the local 

community in your own space  knowing that others will be praying too. 

 

 
A Big Thank You  Thank you to everyone who is giving to support the work of 

Holy Cross Church at this time – your generosity is much appreciated 

especially in the present circumstances. Coronavirus has many consequences.  

Here at Holy Cross, as with other churches, there are now no funerals taking 

place in the church, no marriages, no baptisms, no Sunday or midweek services 

and consequently no cash collections – they have been stopped in their tracks. 

But some of us can help.  If you give cash to the church through the envelope 

scheme, or even by way of the church plate or donations box, please consider 

switching to bank standing order.  It’s safe and secure and makes life much 

easier for the church treasurer.  Phone Sue at the Parish Office (677 5352) 

for a form. 

mailto:christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk
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OoO 

 

Time to Pray – Back to basics! 
( shared as a livestream reflection on Wednesday 17th June 2020) 

2 Kings 2,1, 6-14, Psalm 31:21-end, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
The theme that links the 3 readings listed above is prayer. Elijah and Elisha who are 

featured in the first reading are both great people of prayer. in Psalm 31 the psalmist 

acknowledges as he or she pours out their heart to God that God hears their prayer, and in 

Matthew Jesus shares teaching about prayer with his followers. I’ve found out something 

really interesting about prayer recently which I would like to share. Apparently, someone has 

done some research and found out that since the coronavirus pandemic began there has 

been a huge increase in the number of people googling the word “prayer”1.  Many people in 

this time of crisis are exploring prayer – I find that really interesting!  So, what are we talking 

about when we talk about prayer? To pray is to reach out beyond ourselves, to seek 

communication and relationship with someone who can make a difference to ourselves and 

those people and situations for which we pray. For Christians, prayer is to reach out to God, 

who is always reaching out to us. 

Really? If there is a God out there who is all powerful and all mighty, bigger than the 

universe and beyond my understanding would this God really be interested in tiny 

insignificant little me? This question challenged someone who wrote his or her thoughts 

down as a psalm thousands of years ago- “What are human beings that you are mindful of 

them, mortals that you care for them?” 2. Actually, as a Christian, I believe that the answer to 

this question is found in another bible verse John 3 v 16, “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life”. 

Jesus gave his very life so that you and I can have a relationship with all powerful, all mighty 

 
 
 

MORE NOTICES (cont’d) 

 
Would you like to access Church of England prayers, hymns and worship 

from the comfort of your armchair free of charge?  “Daily Hope” is a new 

telephone service from the Church of England, specially designed to meet 

the needs of those who can’t access the internet.  Just phone 0800 804 

8044 to hear a message from Archbishop Justin Welby and choose to 

listen to a range of resources from prayers and reflections on favourite 

hymns to full worship services.  This is a free service and available 24 hours 

a day.  

 

Foundations for Ministry Course - This course is open to anyone who 
wants to grow and develop in Christian ministry in the Church and the 

wider world. It forms the first year of training for Reader and Pastoral 
Worker ministries. The next course will begin in late September, running in 

an exciting new format from previous years with the inclusion of online 
learning sessions. Please speak to Revd Christine for further information 
regarding the course and how to apply. 
 



God.  And this is why Christian prayer is always offered in the name of Jesus. And in fact no 

one, that is absolutely no one is tiny and insignificant to God.  

So- say I  haven’t prayed for a while and I wanted to begin today- where could I start. Lets 

go right back to basics and let me get my teaspoon out of my coffee! The abbreviation for 

teaspoon is tsp and that’s a good place to start.  

T is for thank you- simply say thank you to God for something, anything that you are thankful 

for today. A new day? A family member or friend who means a lot to you? A pet?  What 

you have just had for breakfast?  Anything. Just say thank you. 

Then Sorry- we all make mistakes, we really do- just hold your most recent mistake or even 

some big mistake you made a long time ago before God- and ask God in Jesus name to 

forgive you- I believe that God will do that and give you a fresh start today3 

And after that Please-its last of all we get on to the asking…but what do you want to ask of 

God? who do you want God to bless today- just hold their names before God, just pour out 

your heart…God is listening… 

And then there are the great prayers of the Christian faith we can use as our prayers – the 

most well known of these is the Lord’s prayer which Jesus taught us- will you join me in this 

prayer today… 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our trespasses as 

we forgive them that trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil for thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen 

We need never struggle for words when we pray, but sometimes we may choose not to use 

words. Our prayer may be simply to stand or sit in silence, reaching out to God who reaches 

out to us, and knowing that we are not insignificant, and neither are our prayers. Keep on 

offering those prayers. God bless you. 

Christine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Premier Christian News 1st April 2020. Research by Jeanet Bentzen University of Copenhagen. “In crisis we 
pray. Religiosity and the Covid-19 pandemic”.  
1 Psalm 8 verse 4 (NRSV)  
1 1 John 1:8-9 If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our 
sins he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

 
 


