
Collect: (Page 104) 

Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ delivered and 

saved the world: grant that by faith in 
him who suffered on the cross we 

may triumph in the power of his 
victory; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

Sunday March 29th  2020 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
        Passiontide begins 

 

THIS WEEK AT  
HOLY CROSS, WOODCHURCH 

Post Communion:     (Page 108) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us  

that what we do for the least of our 
brothers and sisters we do also for 

you: give us the will to be the servant 
of others as you were the servant of 
all, and gave up your life and died for 

us.  Amen 
 

 
The church buildings are closed 

until further notice, but your 
local church is continuing to 

worship, pray and care.   
 

Please pray especially for all 
who are affected by the 

coronavirus outbreak, 
especially those in isolation 

and all who care for them and 

for all who work in and for the 
National Health Service 

 
READINGS FOR TODAY: 
 

Old Testament – Ezekiel 37. 1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all 

round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  He 

said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you 

know.’  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath[b] in you, 

and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:[Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 

from the four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
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“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within 

you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

 

Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be 

attentive to the voice of my supplications!  If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be 

revered. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for 

the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch 

for the morning. O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast 

love, and with him is great power to redeem. It is he who will redeem Israel from all 

its iniquities. 
 

New Testament – Romans 8. 6-11To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 

the mind on the Spirit[ is life and peace.  For this reason the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are 

in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 

Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, though the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit] is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ[j] from the dead 

will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Gospel – John 11. 1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha.  Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[‘ 

Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said 

to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he 

told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 

him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
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right.’  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For 

your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 

Thomas, who was called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.’ 
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in the tomb for four 

days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles[e] away, and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home.  Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.  But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’  Martha said to him, ‘I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She 

said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 

coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.’  When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 

in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 

‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 

him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for 

four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 

the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and 

said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but 

I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 

that you sent me.’  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 

come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 

and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 
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In your intercessions this week 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
 

THOSE WHO LIVE AND WORK IN: 

Sunday: Walby Close   Monday: Whitefield Close 
Tuesday: Woodchurch Road   Wednesday: Woodland Drive 

Thursday: Woodland Road   Friday: Woodvale Court 
Saturday: Woodville Court 

 

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
Pam, Robert, Jean, Michael, Paul, 

Chris 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
Peter Neville Davies 

 

YEARS MIND: 
Bert Carter,  John Harrison Fisher, 

Douglas Westcott  ,  Hubert Belton, 
Sarah Ruth Lamb,   

Richard Arthur Carr, 

Robert James Taylor 

BIBLE READING FOR THE WEEK: 
 

5th SUNDAY OF LENT – John 11:1-45  
 

In the middle of a crisis Jesus speaks words that have comforted Christians 
through the centuries. A modern translation puts it this way. “I am the One 
who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they 

die. And everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die.” (Into 
the Light) Prayer: Lord, I dare to believe. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY APRIL 5TH 

 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

The church buildings are 
closed but please check 

our website and facebook 
page for worship 

resources and your e-mail 
in box for communication 
from your local church at 

this time. 
 

 
Friday 3rd April at 11am 
Graveside funeral at Frankby 

Cemetery 
 

The Week Ahead 



  

“Congratulations to our 

curate Revd Josie Tuplin who 

has been invited to be Chaplain 

to the next High Sheriff of 

Merseyside - John Roberts“ (and 

I’m pleased to say will be 

carrying out this role alongside 

continuing to serve Woodchurch 

Parish as curate!)- by Rev’d 

Christine 

Standing Order Appeal for 

Regular Giving: Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, we 

would be grateful if you would 
consider setting up a standing 
order with your bank to continue 

with the support and income of 
our church.  Please contact the 

Parish Office (677 5352 Sue) to 
arrange for a form to be sent to 
you. 
 

        A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RECTOR    

  

COVID-19 

The Church continues to be alive and 

active, but we have been instructed by 

the government to close our buildings. 

 

Across the nation we are seeing a huge 

increase in the number of people falling sick 

with COVID-19. We must distance ourselves 

from one another and prevent the spread of 

infection in order to save lives.  

 

Therefore, as well as public worship 

being suspended, Holy Cross Church 

buildings and all church buildings in the 

Church of England are now closed.  

 

Our worship of God and our care for each 

other continue but cannot be done in this 

building.  

 

Please see our website 

(www.holycrosswoodchurch.uk) and 

Facebook page (Holy Cross Church 

Woodchurch- Approved) for further 

information regarding the life of this 

worshipping community.  

 

The Rector of this church can be contacted in 

an emergency by telephoning 0151 677 5352 

or 07766 031757  

or emailing parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk  

Or Christine.broad@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with your entire mind and with all 

your strength . . . Love your neighbour as 

yourself. There is no commandment greater than 

these.”  

To protect the vulnerable amongst us, please 

do not leave your home except for essential 

trips. 

 

Pastoral Care at Holy Cross: To enable us to initiate and co-ordinate our responses to all 

pastoral needs as speedily as possible, please get in touch with one of our Pastoral Workers, 

Paul Jackson (648 4291) or Jan Lupton (07835 063466) or the Parish Office on 0151 677 5352 

or email at parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

General Enquiries (including baptisms 

and marriages) can be made by 

TELEPHONE between 6.30pm and 7.30pm 

on Wednesday evenings on 677 5352 or 

email at 

parishoffice@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 

 

NOTICES 

Where’s Rosie?... there is a small picture 

of Sue’s dog somewhere on this pewsheet 

– can you find her?) 

Our verse for the year – “… let the little children come to me and do not stop them; for 

it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs” Matthew 19 v 14 

Bible Study Group 

If anyone would be interested in 

joining a weekly online Bible 

Study group, please email Revd 

Josie at: 

Josie.tuplin@holycrosswoodchurch.uk 
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